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Half way home... 

‘Fast’ and ‘wet’ are two adjectives to describe many a 
past-time, but in the case of the 2016 Dakar they are 
particularly apt. A disagreeable climate opened the 
eighth running of the famous rally in South America 
and riders have since commented on the ferocious 
speed of the stages. 100%’s Paolo Gongalves kept the 
clearest vision and the steadiest throttle hand by the 
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Inches in it... 

The two ‘Justins’ share more than just first names 
at Anaheim last weekend. Bogle pushes Barcia 
wide and the Yamaha man headed straight off thMj 
turn and onto the Angel Stadium floor. Nervy firs™ 
meeting of the year dispensed with, look for more 
from these two in San Diego 

Photo by Ray Archer 




MotoGP 


New elbows... 

Tyres, electronics, team relationships; plenty of early _ 


nuary arags to a 
close and the testing window finally re-opens with out¬ 
ings in Malaysia, Phillip Island and Qatar. What about 
the rookies? The likes of Tito Rabat showed impressive 
elbow-down poise at Valencia and has no doubt been 
dirtying the track at Albacete in the winter 

Photo by Marc VDS 

















Meets or exceeds the ECE 22-05 safety standard 
Meets or exceeds the D.O.T. FMVSS 218 safety standard 
Made of injection molded polycarbonate 
Sculptured, dual density, EPS impact absorbing liner 
SilverCool® moisture wicking liner is removable for washing 
SilverCool* padding also reduces odor and is anti-microbial 
9 intake and exhaust vents help keep you cool 
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LOS ANGELES 

ANAHEIM ■ JANUARY 9th ■ Rnd 1 of 17 

450SX winner: Jason Anderson, Husqvarna 
250SX West winner: Cooper Webb, Yamaha 


By Andrea Wilson/Steve Matthes, Photos by Ray Archer 


ALTHOUGH JASON ANDERSON WAS NOT A 'OUTSIDE' BET 
AT THE 2016 MONSTER ENERGY AMA SX LAUNCH THE 
HUSQVARNA RIDER'S FIRST 450SX VICTORY WAS STILL 
A HEADLINE GRABBER AT ANAHEIM AS SOME OF THE 'BIG 
NAMES' STRUGGLED IN A CHILLY ANGELS STADIUM 












































I t seems like each year the anticipation for the 
start of the Supercross season grows. And this 
year it felt fever pitch. Was it because the sea¬ 
son opener was a week later than normal? A case 
of short-term memory? Perhaps. 

The more likely culprit: It’s human nature to look 
forward to a surprise. And this year the only easy 
prediction to the season’s start was to expect the 
unexpected. 

In year’s past the preseason press conference 
gave some clues - are they fit? Does anyone look 
nervous? This year 17 riders were present at the 
presser - all either former champions or race 
winners. Let’s say it was a bit tough to make any 
assertions there, except that the 2016 Supercross 
450 class is stacked. 

At times, when the press conference gamesman¬ 
ship gave no clues, there was a clear front-runner. 
This year? Not so much. No one really stood out. 
So going into the main, unless you had a crystal 
ball, picking a winner was like drawing a name out 
of a hat. 

Would you have picked Rockstar Energy Husqvar- 
na’s Jason Anderson to upstage Red Bull KTM’s 
Ryan Dungey, the reigning champ and one of his 
training partners? Probably not. But I don’t think 
anyone would have ruled it out either. And that 
was the beauty of it. Even for Anderson. 

“I felt like you could not have picked a shoo-in 
winner tonight,” Anderson said. “All those guys on 
the gate are gnarly. The competition is so crazy; 
it’s insane. But it makes the victories feel that 
much better when you know that you’re racing 
guys whom none of them are slouches.” 

Anderson had a strong start to the season last 
year at Anaheim I, but struggled the rest of his 
rookie season. So he went into 2016 as one of the 
unknowns. But with a year under his belt, a brand 
new Husky, and a well-known weapon - trainer 
Aldon Baker - many could sense he was on the 
verge of that first win. So now what? Is he on the 
verge of more? 















Plenty for the reigning champion to 
feel happy about at Anaheim with his 
seventeenth trophy on the trot. ‘Al’ in 
2015 was the last time that Dungey did 
not finish on the 450SX podium; he was 
fourth twelve months earlier 










An attack and fairly simple victory for 
Cooper Webb and his seventh win from 
the last ten in what is sure to be a com¬ 
prehensive 250SX swansong 












Cole Seely impressed with his strong perfor¬ 
mance at Anaheim I. Ultimately it was a sort of 
deja vu battle, reminiscent of the 2014 Anaheim 
I 250 Supercross main when Anderson chased 
down fast-starter Seely and beat him. This time 
the factory Honda rider also fell short of a hard- 
charging Dungey, but a podium in such a hotly 
contested field still turned heads and garnered 
some well-earned respect for Seely. 

The first round also had plenty of fireworks. 

And I’m not talking about the opening ceremo¬ 
nies. After a second clash that evening with 
Smartop Motoconcepts Racing Honda’s Vincent 
Friese, Autotrader/Monster/Yamaha JGR Team’s 
Weston Peick had had enough, and started wail¬ 
ing on Friese. The brawl, more suited to hockey 
or the UFC, was a bit unexpected. As expected, 
the sideshow was not taken well by the FIM, 
costing Peick a 5000 dollar fine and a suspen¬ 
sion from this weekend’s round in San Diego, 
California. 

Other clashes on track avoided the use of fists, 
but not unhappiness. RCH Racing’s Ken Roczen 
was less than pleased with Peick’s teammate 
Justin Barcia after he ended up on the ground 
in the first turn of heat one; and Yoshimura 
Suzuki’s James Stewart was knocked out of the 
main on lap three after Dungey made contact 
with him mid-turn. 

The other question mark going into the season 
opener was Mother Nature. A few days before 
the Supercross stars took to the track for open¬ 
ing night, the track, although covered was un¬ 
der water. In the end, the rain stayed away and 
concerns of a ‘mudder’ were not an issue. 

Unlike the 450 class, the 250 class was a case 
of the usual suspects. Yamalube Star Racing 
Yamaha’s Cooper Webb backed up his number- 
one plate with the first win of the year. Although 
Webb didn’t make it easy on himself with a less 
than great start, his charge after leader Jessy 
Nelson on the Troy Lee Designs/Red Bull/KTM 
looked easy on the outside. If Webb was aiming 
to set the tone in ’16 with the first race of the 
term, the reigning champ looked tough to beat. 
Zach Osborne joined the pair on the podium, a 


much better start to the season for the Rock- 
star Energy Husqvarna rider who broke his 
thumb at last year’s season opener. 

Going into San Diego Webb will look to keep his 
dominance in the 250 class alive and win again 
at Petco Park. As for the 450 class, the safest 
bet is to expect more of the unexpected. 





Jessy Nelson makes a promising start 
to life as a works KTM 250SX rider and 
repeated his 2015 Anaheim 1 podium 
appearance; almost the win 
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Quiet debuts for Eli Tomac and Chri 
tophe Pourcel but Anaheim represe 
the first laps in a long 2016 tale 
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Zach Osborne celebrated a first Heat 
win and a promising show for Husky 
in 250SX. The former GP star needs 
to keep free from injury for a valid title 
chance this term after hand and shoul¬ 
der problems in recent years 













AMA-SX CLASSIFICATION & CHAMPIONSHIP 
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LET IT ALL BEGIN... 


By Steve Matthes 

W ow. What an Anaheim 1 opener we just 
had. The first round of seventeen of the 
Monster Energy Supercross series had every¬ 
thing one could want in a race. There were some 
great rides, some curious ones, some crashes, 
take-outs and a disqualification even. And in 
the end, one has to wonder if we’re seeing the 
beginning of an era in the sport. Let’s get right 
into this yes? 

-Rockstar Husqvarna’s Jason Anderson rode ter¬ 
rifically in both mains (we’ll get to that in a sec¬ 
ond) to take his first career win in 450SX. Along 
with Anderson’s first win it was also the first for 
Husqvarna although let’s be honest here, it’s just 
a KTM. So I’m having a hard time getting misty 
eyed thinking of the great Swedish brand and 
all it’s history. Anyhoo, Anderson—yeah he was 
amazing. After a surprising second last year at 
Anaheim he was up and down the rest of the 
season. Anderson made up a five-second gap on 
early leader Cole Seely and then just kept it on, 
winning by four seconds. 

You have to wonder if this is something out of 
Anaheim '93 when a young 125SX champion 
named Jeremy McGrath shocked the world and 
took the main event. Maybe, just maybe this 
is Anderson’s rising star moment—one where 
we’re all going to reference back to. All through¬ 
out the off-season there has been word of how 
fast Anderson has been in Florida training with 
KTM’s Ryan Dungey and Marvin Musquin. He 
showed everyone that it wasn’t just a rumor, 
that’s for sure. 

-Speaking of Ryan Dungey, he made contact 
with a very fast Trey Canard in the main event 
and went down. He got up and still passed Seely 
late in the main for the runner-up spot. He was 


very, very fast as was Ken Roczen who crashed 
all night long, including in the first turn, to come 
back to fifth. Canard went down by himself while 
in third. When you look at the night overall, 
Anderson, Dungey (with a crash), Roczen (with 
a crash), Canard (with a crash) were all VERY 
impressive and the series couldn’t have started 
any better for them. 

-Speaking of the guys who have to be wonder¬ 
ing what exactly happened at Anaheim 1. JGR 
Yamaha’s Justin Barcia tightened up in the 
arms and faded badly. Eli Tomac wasn’t poor 
but he wasn’t amazing like we’ve seen before. 
And perhaps no one had a worse Anaheim than 
James Stewart. The Yoshimura Suzuki rider was 
third in the main event and looking to make a 
move when he cut down on a berm and Dungey 
collided with him. Stewart flew off the bike and 
knocked himself out which created a red flag 
and a restart. Stewart’s status for this weekend 
is up in the air but the opening round just con¬ 
tinued a downward trend at the races for 7’ ever 
since he came back from suspension. This train 
could be off the rails before it really ever got 
back on. 

-The drama and DQ I spoke of involves the 
video clip that everyone has by now seen. JGR 
Yamaha’s Weston Peick was disqualified from 
Anaheim 1 as well as this weekend’s race in 
San Diego and fined $5000 for his actions after 
being taken out by Motoconcept’s Vince Friese 
in the semi race. The two riders have history of 
fisticuffs in the past and came together in the 
heat which sent Peick off the track. In the semi 
Weston passed Friese and looked to be mov¬ 
ing forward when Friese inexplicably plowed the 
front end of his CRF450 into Weston taking both 
riders down. 



Understandably Weston was upset but it was his 
reaction that got him in trouble. Punches upon 
punches rained down on Vince, which turned 
supercross into something out of MMA. Peick’s 
supposed to be battling for podiums not other 
riders and two DNQ’s to start the year is not a 
good look for him or for JGR and its sponsors. 
Yes, Friese’s move was another boneheaded de¬ 
cision but you just can’t do this type of stuff. 

-Anaheim 1 marked the debut of Chad Reed 
back on Yamaha and it went pretty well. The 
Two-Two ended up sixth on the night and al¬ 
though he didn’t have the speed of the front¬ 
runners, for a guy like him, without a ton of 
testing time, he did pretty well. Reed’s deal 
came together late with Monster Energy joining 
up with Valli Construction company and Factory 
Yamaha to make it happen. His old mechanic 
Mike Gosselaar is back and Shane Drew is chas¬ 
sis director. It’s a small crew but they’ll pull it 
together. 

After the race I caught up to Chad to get his 
back about being back on blue: 

How was the race? The first start was looking 
great... 

I didn’t get as good of a start [on the restart] 
and therefore it was just kind of a struggle from 
the beginning. I struggled to get going. Then I 
started making a few little mistakes. It is what it 
is. I felt like it was nice to be back. I felt like my 
riding was good.... 


You looked sharp in the whoops... 

I felt really good in the whoops. I feel like I got 
my mojo back in the whoops. At points in the 
main event I felt like I was a podium guy, and at 
other points I felt like I was a sixth-place guy. So 
I’ll take the points and go on to San Diego. We’re 
pretty damn good, honestly. Inside the truck it’s 
good. 

No panic or last minute testing after a night like 
this, you’re ok where you finished? 

Nothing. I’m actually surprised. The one thing 
we’re going to try is starts. Normally you’re like, 
“We need to be better here, we need to be bet¬ 
ter there,” and honestly, I don’t know that we’re 
going to make a whole lot of bike changes this 
week. For the most part, I need a little better 
feeling off the start, so that’s what we’ll work on. 

-In some 250SX action it was Yamaha’s Cooper 
Webb taking a relatively easy win in his first race 
defending his title. TLD KTM’s Jessy Nelson had 
a pretty sizeable lead but Webb never panicked 
and slowly clicked off the laps. Webb’s the class 
of the field and if he gets another win this week¬ 
end, we predict the “will he lose a race?” talk 
will grow. He’s that good. Nelson will be strong 
and right there the whole way. Husqvarna’s Zach 
Osborne won his first-ever heat race and took 
a third in the main. He looked great. One rider 
that impressed but crashed and had no real 
result was Pro Circuit’s Joey Savatgy. He was 
the first 250 rider to jump some of the sections 
in practice and looked like he could be a factor. 
He’ll be better but it’s really Webb’s title to lose 
in his farewell to the 250 class. 






Victory demands exceptional performance. 
Join Jason and the rest of the Atlas family today. 


www.atlasbrace. com 
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Products 


100% FORECAST 


The San Diego firm were busy prepping their 
Forecast system for Pro racers prior to Ana¬ 
heim 1 with an unstable weather outlook. 
Launched last year 100% claim they engi¬ 
neered components that work in unison to 
keep out the elements and the film system 
‘offers the largest field of vision in motocross’: 
wider film (45mm) and smoother pulls are 
the main keys to the Forecast’s warm recep¬ 
tion. We own and are very pleased with sev¬ 
eral models of 100%’s goggle range thanks to 
the comfort fit, design and all-round function 
but have yet to put the Forecast to the test. In 
terms of specs 100% state the Forecast has: 
‘SVS embossed lens with integrated clear 
mud visor provides smooth operation and 
keeps out the elements’ and ‘self-cleaning 
canisters with integrated film wipe reduces 
mud build up.’ 

The Forecast goggle comes at a reasonable 
60 dollars with two rolls of film included. 



















//THE ORIGINAL 

1-%' HANDLEBAR 


OFTEN IMITATED, NEVER DUPLICATED 


In 1991 ProTaper burst onto the off road motorcycle 
scene with a revolutionary invention, the oversize 
1-1/8" handlebar without a cross-brace. This design 
allows the bar to flex more and absorb impacts better 
then a typical cross-braced handlebar, offering riders 
more comfort and less fatigue without sacrificing bar 
strength. Often imitated but never duplicated, 
ProTaper's dedication and experience in motorcycle 
control innovation continues to set the benchmark for 
all others to follow. 
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WILL ROLL ONTO POLISHED DEALER FLOORS. WHY THE BIG FUSS? 
AND WHY WAS OTOR INVITED TO GRAN CANARIA FOR A SPECIAL 
TASTE OF THE NEW 690 DUKE AND 'R' VERSION? FOR A NUMBER 
OF REASONS THE AUSTRIANS ARE RUBBING THEIR HANDS WITH 
THE UNVEILING OF THEIR MID-WEIGHT SINGLE LC4 ENGINE AND WE 
FIRED UP THE BIKES TO SEE IF THEIR CLAIMS MADE GOOD... 


By Adam Wheeler, Photos by KTM 


I t feels like there are bits of orange every¬ 
where. The Sheraton Golf Resort hotel has 
been cornered by almost twenty staff enter¬ 
taining media from across the continents and 
with forty-five 2016 690 Duke and Duke Rs at 
the ready. Four years ago KTM were upbeat 
about the vast update for the 2011 model of a 
motorcycle that saw the brand spread further 
from its off-road roots. Now they were back on 
the island with a major revamp of the same 
bike...even if the 690 did not appear outwardly 
radically different. KTM had twisted heads with 
their 1290 Super Duke and their incarnations 
of the popular Adventure model in the past 
eighteen months but there was a fanfare about 
the 690 that belied the seeming understated 
fresh apparition before us. “It has been the 
brand within the brand for more than twenty 
years and, in a way, is the founder of KTM street 
motorcycles,” claims PR Manager Thomas Kut- 
truf on the prominence of the Duke. “The LC4 is 
central and important to us. The 690 has a new 
engine, finely-tuned chassis and a huge effort 
has been made on electronics.” 

Like the 1290 - that was somehow portrayed 
as a fire-breathing beast but was in fact a very 
usable and practical twin with a fantastically 
powerful and outrageous alter ego - the new 
690’s performance and re-shaped potential is 
revelatory, and hidden through the similarity to 
its older self. We were told about lighter weight, 
more power, less vibration, more electronic op¬ 
tions and additions (traction control and motor 
slip regulation - MSR), more effective ergonom¬ 
ics (principally a two-part saddle) and, dammit, 
the thing really delivers. The R version is an 
added bonus: a track-ready plaything that 690 
fans would have been able to partially create in 
the past by raiding KTM’s comprehensive Pow- 
erparts catalogue. KTM have fashioned their 
own alternative to the regular 690 as a way of 
throwing away the leash (via an Akrapovic ex¬ 
haust increasing output to 75hp, fully adjustable 
suspension, machined triple clamps, a racier 
riding stance thanks to the footpeg position and 
Brembo brake system that feels sumptuously 
good around the small Circuito Maspalomas 


racetrack with its three hairpin bends and long 
final spoon curve). The R is also a nod to the 
forefather of the ‘naked’ range - the 620 Duke I 
- back in 1994 that was essentially a road-going 
enduro, scarily powerful and only lasted four 
years until KTM realised they were onto some¬ 
thing and started to take their streetbike devel¬ 
opment more seriously. 



“The first Duke was super-brutal,” offers Kut- 
truf. “It had a kickstarter and wasn’t really 
user-friendly but was a lot of fun and its DNA 
has been carried through the years as the bike 
became way-more sophisticated. We educated 
ourselves in terms of ride-by-wire and other 
technology and made it more appealing to a 
wider community of riders.” 

“Now [the Duke] it is at such a pedigree that the 
line reaches six models [1290, 690 and R, 390, 
200 and 125], It is the most complete naked 
bike line-up,” he adds. “It is pure brand identifi¬ 
cation and good business. It is still the best sell¬ 
er for KTM. LC4 bikes account for 68,000 sales 
and 110,000 since 2011 with 125 and 390s. The 
LC8 contributed 13,500 though the 1290: it is a 
clear statement of importance to the brand.” 
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KTM’s choice of destination in Gran Canaria 
might be a repetition of their staging for the 
2011 690 but from the comprehensive press 
conference to the impossibly friendly and ef¬ 
ficient organisation, delivery of materials and 
hospitality is again standout. 


proactive) but the 16 690 demands attention 
when the wheels start to turn - we were also 
here in 2011 so we’re well poised to offer a 
comparison - and KTM themselves are push¬ 
ing ahead after more ground-breaking in 2015 


“It was our most successful year ever in the 
history of the company with one billion euro 
turnover and over 160,000 bikes sold,” ‘TK’ 
continues. “A few years ago we could only 
dream about these numbers. It is thanks to a 
company policy towards on-going development 
product strategy. Five years in a row we have 


It’s a formidable introduction to a new bike 
that many motorcyclists might only have ‘ac¬ 
knowledged’ instead of become excited about 
(and the 1290 and the Adventure were pretty 
sensational cards thrown onto the industry 
deck when other brands were not quite so 
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seen an increase. KTM now numbers 2200 
staff and an R&D department that aims for in 
novation to fit global requirements.” 


Euro4 emissions that could bring difficulties 
for many motorcycles on the road in Europe. 


Scott, Shoei, Puma, Alpinestars and Ogio gear 
in place it was time to see and feel just how 
proficient the orange had been with their toil... 


Those requirements mean attention to emerg¬ 
ing markets, giving the 690 more versatility 
by making it safer, advanced (ABS and elec¬ 
tronics), practical (more reliability and higher 
service intervals at 55,000km) and also ‘sexy’ 
with more torque, ABS Supermoto mode and 
- as mentioned - a whole R version for those 
wanting the adrenaline to flow a little quicker. 
There is also the formatting for the upcoming 
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2016 690 DUKE 


DON’T STOP ME NOW... 


The first two things that immediately grab your 
attention on the 690: torque and your arse. 

One is kindly pushed back by the other, but 
we mainly talking the 1290-ish drive from the 
motor that feels like it won’t end and the new 
saddle that handily lets you slip forward for a 
sportier fit over the bars or slide back for extra 
comfort and space. At 5ftll I’m no giant but 
the added dimensions of the 690 just made 
the ride more natural and let squatted ‘into’ 
the motorcycle, which was a memory from the 
’ll model. 

Changing gear and continuing to ‘pull’ on the 
690 the words of KTM’s Product Marketing 
Manager Adriaan Sinke come to mind. “It is 
one of the lightest bikes in the market segment 
- in some cases by far - and the most powerful 
and smoothest single cylinder we’ve built. The 
riding dynamics make it unique.” 

Apparently it took around 33,000 hours to 
update the 690. 25% of the overall bike is new 
with more than half of the engine components. 
“The LC4 did not need an overhaul but the 
guys were smart enough to take the experience 
from racing and go to the next level,” asserts 
Kuttruf. Four-stroke engine designer Sebas¬ 
tian Faistauer had earlier shared how shrewd 
thinking and determined re-imagining of the 
LC4 had delivered some success and was now 
being gladly savoured with our right hand, 
while being wary of the never-ending curves of 
the Spanish roads. “The goal was to increase 
power, torque and to lower vibration,” he says. 
“The exhaust system was refined using expe¬ 
rience from our 450SX-F range. It looks the 
same but is totally new and has saved weight. 
The valve train rocker arm was made using 
Swiss, Austrian [for heat treatment] and then 
French specialists for machining; it was a lot of 
effort and time to make one piece.” 


Faistauer reveals other tweaks and gains: “We 
reduced the cylinder head cover thickness to 
2mm using magnesium which means it is very 
light and almost nothing. We also reduced the 
bolts to just three, meaning it required just one 
machine to make the part.” 

“We have new plain bearings for low friction. 

On the test bench we mounted acceleration 
sensors and measured the vibrations and 
found out we achieved a reduction of almost 
half compared to the 2015 model line. We have 
increased top performance by 7% but keep 
this in mind with the improvements to rideabil- 
ity and that reduction in vibration.” 

The refreshed cylinder head with exhaust 
values actuated by roller rockers and intake 
valves by the camshaft leading to greater tim¬ 
ing control at higher speed has augmented 
power across a wider band, up to lOOOrpm 
more, and you can feel it. The lower mass 
helps the bike feel more like a twin and less 
juddery. 

Electronics come into it. “The engine manage¬ 
ment with the ride by wire, ignition system and 
mappings means that there has been a big 
effort by the EMS guys, and this has been a 
major point in terms of rideabiIity,” Faistauer 
says. “It is not just about the balancing system 
because the engine management really play a 
part.” The obligatory three riding modes - rain, 
sport and street - can be switched around on 
the go and are now easier thanks to the ‘cur¬ 
sor’ selection system on the left side of the bar 
and the clear ‘tablet style’ dash that is also 
impressively responsive to light conditions and 
will click into night mode when dark. 

Overall the 690 feels more crisp, lively and 
responsive thanks to the sum of these parts. If 
the bike appeals as a commuter ride then the 
versatility and added ‘oomph’ means that it 
will serve better as a weekend toy as well. 




TESTED: SCOTT 
LEATHER BLOUSON 

We were dubious when Scott claimed a medi¬ 
um size of their Track jacket would suffice but 
the jacket fit like the proverbial glove, proving 
that it pays to get down to a dealership and 
give garments like these a good try before mak¬ 
ing the investment. Protective gear in terms 
resisting the elements have been Scott’s forte 
so their Track Leather Blouson and new off¬ 
shoot - the Tourance - created some curios¬ 
ity. With the white panelling the Track certainly 
looks the part and we can vouch for the ventila¬ 
tion with Gran Canaria offering pleasant twen¬ 
ty degree temperatures and we didn’t suffer. 

Hybrid protection pockets (SAS-TEC) in the el¬ 
bows mean that the jacket can be ‘moulded’ 
to your frame and is not too rigid; a charac¬ 
teristic of many of these types of jackets. It 
is made of Monaco Cowhide (1.2mm) com¬ 
bined with stretch fabric and a breathable 
mesh lining. It has a soft binding collar, ad¬ 
justments at collar and hem, four pockets 
(iPhone 6 easily sliding in) and high-vis ele¬ 
ments. The Track comes it at just over two 
kilos in weight. It looks good, fitted well and 
inspired confidence with the construction and 
what was on offer. A strong recommendation. 
















THE WAY YOU MAKE ME FEEL... 


“The trellis frame means it weighs only nine 
kilos and using an aluminium swingarm just 
four,” reveals Sinke. The diecast lattice design 
(flex and rigidity the reason) is one of the 
more eye-catching aesthetic elements of the 
690 and the first part to get our iPhone photo 
treatment. The overall dry weight comes in 
at 148.5kg with shavings made to the chas¬ 
sis. Tipping the bike around the Gran Canaria 
corners - some pretty daunting on the moun¬ 
tainside - it feels planted to the tarmac and 
this is thanks to those WP forks and the new 
offset. The R even more so. Sinke: “The R has 
a machined aluminium triple clamp for better 
stability whereas the 690 is forged. The R also 
has increased ground clearance.” The Brembo 
brakes and Metzeler M7 RR are also superb 
facets of the ’16 690; don’t underestimate how 
much they hone the fuller package. 


Back to the bottom though. “The seat was 
achieved with Kiska and is narrower with a 
new foam construction meaning the rider has 
more agility,” says Sinke, and we gave this 
aspect of the 690 a thorough tick in the ‘plus’ 
column. 




R YOU THE ONE? 

We have to admit: we didn’t fancy the ‘R’ on 
the road. After clocking up a good quantity 
of kilometres on the 690 the altered forward 
position of the ‘R’ was more cramped and less 
reassuring unless you were really prepared to 
have a ball with the hairpins and defy the on¬ 
coming traffic. The R’s brakes (bespoke radial 
master cylinder and M-50 high end caliper, 
matched with the two channel ABS) were stun¬ 
ning, and the engine power (slip on Akrapovic 
doing its job) more sprightly but the fun ben¬ 
efits did not outweigh the effect of the 30mm 
seat height increase and elevation and forward 
stance. 

Around the Circuito Maspalomas the ‘R’ was 
another prospect and riotous fun. That torque, 
stopping power and stability come to the fore 
and the bike asks you to give a little more 
each time, each lap. The biggest compliment 
I can pay the 690 R is that in my three track 
sessions I never got remotely near the point 
where the bike was reaching a limit; I believe I 
could have got on the brakes later and tipped 
in harder all day long. 

I have no doubt that accomplished riders on 
all manners of motorcycles would find the bit¬ 
ing point of the ‘R’ both around a track and on 
the road. For me the 690 becomes more of a 
focused ride with the possibilities of the ‘R’. 
With the standard model alone many users will 
have more than they would need or require 
from a bike. The 'R' is like a ‘step-up’ with its 
racier leaning and will appeal to fans of singles 
in a heartbeat and those tempted by KTM’s - 
power-weight claims. 
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Nevertheless we are not talking hooligan 
status here or a flimsy few bolt-ons. “The ‘R’ is 
the fullest package of the segment with trac¬ 
tion control and the lean sensor, the ABS and 
MSR for powerful and completely controllable 
propulsion. It is very easy to use in various 
conditions,” says Kuttruf. In terms of ergonom¬ 
ics, brakes, electronics, suspension, exhaust, 
frame (those triple clamps), bodywork (the 
‘R’s single seat) and even paint (orange on the 
trellis tubes and wheel rims) the ‘R’ separates 
itself from its brother. 


1 






It is hard to deduce where KTM can move on 
from the 2016 690 even if the ‘R’ represents 
an effort to squeeze the orange further for this 
particular model. KTM engineers at the pres¬ 
entation hinted that further weight loss could 
be achieved and it seems that motorcycle 
electronics do not cease to progress in offering 
safer or a more efficient experience. Further 
performance will continue to be the goal and 
it was encouraging to hear the experts talking 
vividly about possible ideas for the single. For 
now the 16 690 has pretty much cast the older 
version into the annals of the Duke story and is 
a serious contender for customers weighing up 
the best buzz for their bucks in this sector of 
the market. 


















TESTED: OGIO MACH 5 


As one of the premier backpacks in Ogio’s 
range and clearly aimed towards motorcycling 
the Mach 5 was our choice for transporting a 
laptop and a bagful of GoPro equipment on 
our day of riding in Gran Canaria. Opening 
the Mach 5 is tricky and only accomplished 
by taking the bag off (the purpose instead is 
on saving drag and for longer commutes) but 
there is a useful ‘wallet’ segment on the waist 
strap. Inside the rucksack the compartments 
allow for orderly organisation and for efficient 
packing thanks to the pockets and straps and 
even loops for normal shoes. An expansion zip 
means that the volume of the Mach is quite 
impressive and it has a helmet carry cord as 
part of the accessories. At high speed on dual 
carriageways and motorways you notice some 
buffle - naturally - but the bag does not move 
around and bother you half as much as a 
standard sized riding pack. In our case using 
a Leatt neck brace did not help. There wasn’t 
much provision of space for the back strut of 
the GPX and although the combination had no 
effect on the riding experience it was a slight 
ball-ache to get the Mach 5 over the brace and 
everything into position. The Ogio is quite a 
dedicated motorcycling product so is not so 
practical away from the bike but it did exactly 
what we expected it to do. 






















ALPINESTARS 

It’s that Dakar time of year and also a period 
where climate makes motorcycling more of 
an arduous ask. Choosing riding attire might 
be a harder measure and it’s where the qual¬ 
ity offerings (protection, ventilation, water 
and wind proofing and fit) really come into 
their own. We’ve long championed the per¬ 
formance of Scott Sport’s touring and Adven¬ 
ture-wear (you cannot beat their experience 
gained in wintersports and outdoor pursuits) 
but for premium and well-established motor¬ 
cycle brands then it takes something special 
to trump the A-star. The Durban GTX jacket 
might make you look like you’re about to join 
Ewan and Charlie on some worldwide trek 
(there are two other colour schemes) but 
at 650 euros we’re talking about a garment 
that will handle everything you throw at it. 
Goretex pretty much everywhere including a 
fleece ‘membrane’ that can be removed if the 
temperatures creep up. Construction involves 
numerous weaves and materials and involves 
a frontal ventilation panel that also helps with 
regulating any heat. From pockets and seg¬ 
ments for hydration and protection to sup¬ 
ports to adjustments for personalised fitting 
the Durban does the trick. The natural accom¬ 
paniment is the Durban pants. At 450 euros 
these involves the same Gore-tex membrane 
and micro-fleece liner and are built in the En- 
duro/MX/Adventure riding position. Room for 
protective inserts and leather panelling on the 
inside of the knees, waterproof pockets and 
high-vis elements are some of the other fea¬ 
tures among the list shared with the jacket. 

The Durban package will cost a pretty penny 
but its unlikely you’ll need anything else on 
the bike for a number of years. 
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DISCOVERING 

THE 

By Adam Wheeler, Photos by Ray Archer 

WHAT'S IT LIKE TO ENTER, SURVIVE AND TRY TO 
PROSPER IN MXGP? WE ASKED TWO OF THE UK'S BEST 
YOUNG 'UPCOMERS' TO OFFER THEIR THOUGHTS AND 
FEELINGS ON REACHING THE HIGHEST LEVEL... 



B en Watson is eighteen years old and the 
younger brother of former factory Husq- 
varna rider (and now works KTM Enduro 
racer) Nathan. In 2015 he was the young¬ 
est athlete to enter the FIM Motocross World 
Championship with the Hitachi Construction 
Machinery Revo KTM squad and made his 
debut as a full-time MX2 competitor with just 
seventeen years on the clock. Adam Sterry, 
nineteen, stands on the same precipice in 2016 
but has had the benefit of frequent wild-card 
appearances last season, in both MX2 and 
MXGP no less and turned many heads with 
eighth place overall in his very first Grand Prix 
in Argentina. 

Ben and Adam are friends. But for how long? 
Both Brits are hoping to tread in the ruts left 
by the likes of Stephen Sword, Carl Nunn, 

Billy Mackenzie, Shaun Simpson, Tommy 
Searle and Max Anstie; all Grand Prix winners 
from the same island. Pressure to progress, 
to shine, post results and keep healthy, learn 
about their bodies, bikes and bar-bashing and 
remain afloat in the narrowing and elitist world 
of Grand Prix where decent contracts and self¬ 
promotion are the solid keys to a satisfactory 
career as a Pro racer. All the while maintaining 
the ambition to beat each other and all around 
them. 

They both boast EMX250 European Champion¬ 
ship race victories on their CVs (Watson mak¬ 
ing the GP jump when he would have been 
considered a sure-fire contender for the 15 
EMX crown), a series that is regarded as the 
final stepping-stone and ‘finishing school’ for 
MXGP. Sterry was one of the protagonists in 
that 2015 campaign but was too frequent with 
his variance between spoils and spills as Wat¬ 
son found points in twenty-three motos and in 
all but one round in which he contested... 


WHAT TO EXPECT... 

Watson: “It was around about this time [No¬ 
vember] last year that I found out I would be 
in Qatar. When I think back to how I felt about 
Grand Prix compared to now then it is totally 
different. At the beginning I was nervous and 
didn’t know what was coming; Qatar was just 
my second GP. The first one had been Valken- 
swaard [2014] but we had some problems and 
it didn’t go well. I didn’t take much from it so 
Qatar felt like the ‘first one’. I guess I feel just 
so much more ready for 16.” 

Sterry: “When we looked at the plan for 2016 
recently it seemed like it was weekend-week- 
end-weekend of racing with hardly any break! 
We were like ‘wow!’. The first flyaways in Grand 
Prix are already a serious amount of travelling 
and I think that will be one of the most difficult 
parts of doing the world championship. That’s 
why it was critical to do the final 2015 rounds 
in Mexico and USA last year. Mexico was at 
altitude and I’ve never ridden in conditions 
like that before. It was a surprise; I thought 
it would affect me...but not that much! I was 
out of breath quite easily, and the bike was so 
slow. In Glen Helen I hadn’t ridden in heat like 
that. I’m training with Liverpool University now, 
close to home, which is a change for me, and 
good guides and facilities for areas like nutri¬ 
tion and so on.” 
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Watson: “I didn’t really think about being the 
youngest rider. I just went there to get on with 
it. I had a good start and then a massive crash! 
I was having problems due to that crash up 
until the end of the season. I didn’t really know 
what I was getting into with MX2 this year 
and it was hard to have expectations. Hurting 
myself at the first round was a setback and we 
had the Thai Grand Prix a week later. I didn’t 
know if I could ride but went there...and it was 
crazy-hot! Another new experience.” 

Sterry: “There are a lot of different tracks and 
even some different time zones but I believe I 
can do it.” 


GETTING A HANDLE ON 
GRAND PRIX... 

Sterry: “It was kinda difficult to mix British 
Championship. Euros and MXGP because you 
might get a top ten in a Grand Prix and feel 
happy with what you’d done but then go to the 
Europeans expecting to win because of where 
you were in MX2 and it didn’t happen. People 
underestimate EMX250. The front-runners of 
that class can run top ten in GPs. People might 
think they are not that fast but it is a tough 
category and it is a lot closer from first to last 
than it is in Grand Prix. If you go down at the 
start of a European moto then it is so difficult 
to get back. It is in GPs as well but it tends to 
tail-off there because there are not as many 
riders. I wasn’t happy with some of the races 
I did in 2015 but having those different chal¬ 
lenges did help me.” 

Watson: “Getting a good start means you need 
to go for it and push it. I was losing too much 
[ground] on the first few laps last season. The 
weekend really links together. In pre-qualifying 
you already need to be hitting fast laps to be 
ready for the next session and it seemed like 
every session clicked into the following one. I 
was going there and getting used to the track 
and took too long about it. I should have been 
out there going as fast as I could. On the other 
hand it felt like a long season. So long in fact 


that it seemed like a quarter of the pack was 
missing by the end [due to injury]. You need 
to find that mix between consistency and good 
results for a good season.” 

Sterry: “Some parts of 2015 were so frustrat¬ 
ing. Like going from Holland and winning two 
motos quite comfortably and the next week in 
Spain having a right drama. There was some 
bad luck - like getting stuck in the fence in 
Germany - and then some mistakes and other 
issues. I didn’t seem to build confidence like 
I was doing at the start of the year where it 
was ‘good result, good result, good result’. I 
wasn’t happy with third in the championship. 

I finished there in 2014 and I wanted to win in 
2015. I learnt a lot and I hope it will help for 
this year.” 


WHAT IS GRAND PRIX LIKE? 

Watson: “It is basically like sprint laps. You 
need to go for it. Everyone else around you is 
going so fast and putting so much into it. If 
you drop back on those first few laps then it is 
ground that is really hard to make up. It takes 
you the whole race to get back to where you 
started. You get used to the riders around you. 
You have a speed where you know you will find 
the same type of guys. You learn who is very 
aggressive and you know you cannot leave the 
smallest door open. You can also make judge¬ 
ments, and know if a guy in front of you is a fit 
as you or not. That’s why it was bewildering in 
the first rounds because everything was just 
new. I hadn’t experience that before.” 

Sterry: “I watched Grand Prix on the telly and 
it was my dream to be there. To have worked 
up to that and have earned it...I mean, anyone 
can enter a Grand Prix - you just pay a grand 
and rock up - but I feel like I earned that spot 
in Argentina and it was a proud moment. I 
think I over-tried though; I pushed a bit too 
hard. My starts were good though and that was 
one of the key points.” 


Feature 
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W ATSON: "EVERY ROUND I WAS STILL NERVOUS 
AND THINKING: 'AM I READY FOR THIS?' I GUESS 
EVERYONE HAS THE SAME IN THEIR FIRST YEAR IN 
GPs. THERE IS A LOT TO LEARN AND GET USED TO." 


Watson: “I had more ‘lows’ than moments 
where I was happy! Twice I went to the line 
and the bike didn’t start through an ECU glitch. 
We seemed to have so many problems and 
sometimes I didn’t even know what they were. 

I just had to hand over the bike and then get 
on it again the next time and hope to do well. 
We seemed to have a crazy amount of bad 
luck and it knocks your confidence. You didn’t 
know what’s going to happen with it. Getting a 
solid winter and hours on the bike will help my 
confidence for 2016.” 

Sterry: “The Europeans used to be a major 
race for me but now that I’ve had a taste for 
MX2...it is so much better. Going to the Eu¬ 
ropeans initially was another level up and I 
struggled for a bit. Last year I managed to pull 
everything together and perform and now we 
are here.” 


LESSONS...? 

Watson: “I needed to evaluate the training 
and the work I was doing. Some of the tracks 
changed so much, depending on temperature 
or how rough or deep it was. In Thailand I 
was last after ten-fifteen minutes and was just 
rolling around because of how physically and 
mentally draining it was. It was like a giant su¬ 
percross track in ridiculous heat. Then places 
like Lommel [Belgium] were so rough that you 
have almost never ridden anything like it.” 

Sterry: “I think the intensity of the whole race. 
It is another step from the Europeans, at least 
towards the front. There is no chance for a 
rest, compared to say the British Champion¬ 
ship where the tracks made it easier. At the 
GPs you need to be 100% focussed or you’ll 
just get left behind.” 

Watson: “Things changed around mid-season. 
We signed with a new manager [Jamie Dobb] 
and the team dynamic changed a bit. We tried 
different engines and the mix-and-matching of 


different parts through the year had been done 
at the wrong time...basically. I went through 
a phase of having something that would work 
one week and then go wrong the next and we 
finally managed to control that. The testing has 
to happen well in advance and we know that 
for ’16.” 

Sterry: “I think getting some confidence has 
helped. It is a massive thing and key to peo¬ 
ple’s riding.” 


STAYING IN GRAND PRIX... 

Watson: “From Roger [Magee, Team Principal] 
there were no expectations, it was a learning 
year and I would be with the team in 2016 so 
we were setting a base. Of course I was think¬ 
ing ahead even more and showing people 
what I could do. I think making that good first 
impression was important. My best of the year 
was an eighth in Latvia. I had a good start and 
was in sixth. Normally I would have dropped 
back but on that occasion I stayed, and lost 
just one position the whole race. I was really 
happy with that and came into the paddock 
really pleased.” 

Sterry: “There is always pressure no matter 
what race you do. Pressure on what you want 
to achieve and what people expect you to do. 
Steve [Turner, Wilvo Virus Performance UK 
KTM Team Owner] is really good in that way 
and doesn’t add anything. The biggest thing is 
my own ambitions and I want to aim for that 
top ten.” 

Watson: “I definitely made the right choice to 
go into Grand Prix instead of staying in EMX. 
The year was very valuable. Adam did another 
year of Europeans...and didn’t win it. If you 
ask me it feels like he’s missed out on a year... 
although I’m sure he’ll come in and do well in 
2016 because he made quite a few wild-card 
appearances. 








; "THE FACT THAT I'M ANOTHER 
YEAR OLDER WITH ANOTHER SEASON 
OF EXPERIENCE WILL COUNT FOR 
SOMETHING. THE 2016 BIKE IS 
COMPLETELY NEW AND ALREADY 
TURNS A LOT BETTER." 






I watched some of the European races in 2015 
and thought ‘hmmm, everyone is so inconsist¬ 
ent here’. I could have circulated every round 
and taking the title easily...although the reality 
of being in the race is very different to that! 

You want to win and you push to make that 
happen. People go 110% and that’s where the 
crashes and inconsistency comes from.” 


ADAM AND BEN... 

Sterry: “I'd say we are both equal. He has ex¬ 
perience of more Grand Prix races but I’ve had 
the experience of Mexico and the U.S. I don’t 
think either of us has an advantage actually. 
We’re both quite equal.” 

Watson: “Adam is going to be a step behind 
me but it is not going to be so hard for him to 
go straight into it because he had some Grand 
Prix action in ‘15. I think it will be a bit tougher 
for him for to get used to the full eighteen 
rounds but it will be good and we’ll be close 
again. I think people will be watching us both. 
We are two of the youngest coming up through 
GPs and Conrad [Mewse] will be in the Euro¬ 
peans with some other Brits in the EMX250. I 
think Adam and I will get some good support.” 

Sterry: “On paper it might look like Ben has 
done more but I did a fair few Grands Prix so 
I know what to expect and what to do. I don’t 
think he has much over me. I hope I can come 
out swinging next year and Ben and I can push 
into the top ten.” 
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Products 



pinlock 

OK, Pinlock works. Anyone with a half de¬ 
cent road lid could have already had a posi¬ 
tive experience with this brand now almost a 
quarter of a century old. I slipped one into my 
Shoei helmet from the outset and have not 
had cause for complaint of fogging/misting in 
a variety of riding conditions. 

Pinlock claimed their lenses - there are three 
principal models on the market, the 30, 70 
and 120 - are ‘used by over 10 million riders 
globally. Pinlock supplies its fog resistant in¬ 
sert lenses to most premium helmet brands.’ 

The 30 (available as a universal model and 
according to Pinlock ‘easily outperforming 
the ECE standard’s mist-retardant test’) is the 
entry-level offering. The 70 is a step forward 
(in terms of fog-resistance, coloured lenses 
and custom fit) and the 120 is regarded for 
‘professional’ use and in demanding condi¬ 
tions, with apparently proven background in 
MotoGP, FI and Superbike. 

Pinlock is expanding into protection with their 
APS (adjustable protection system; versatile 
body armour) and Pulse (a high visibility sys¬ 
tem based on new technology) both launched 
at November’s EICMA show and we’ll feature 
those products in a future issue and will keep 
an eye to see if manufacturers embrace the 
offerings as with the helmet lenses. 
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NO SHORTCUTS 


45 years of experience is a big deal but we’re still 
setting our sights on the future. We’ve culminated our 
experience into the Tyrant and Hustle goggles to 
give you the Clearest ride of your life. 
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WE ASKED CLOTHING BRAND ODFU TO COME UP WITH 
A SPECIAL T-SHIRT DESIGN FOR OTOR AND FOUND 
DESIGNER KEVIN WILSON A WILLING COLLABORATOR. 
HERE WE EXAMINE HOW HE CONJURED A SPECIAL 
PIECE OF GEAR - A FEW OF WHICH WE'LL BE GIVING 
AWAY IN COMPETITIONS IN COMING WEEKS - 
AND THE CREATIVE PROCESS BEHIND IT... 

By Adam Wheeler, Photos by ODFU 



MAKING THE TEE: ODFU & OTOR 






G oogle T-shirt design’ and you’ll find 
results that hit nine figures. This field 
is a major and rather simplistic form 
of creative expression but also offers a strong 
statement. Who hasn’t worn a ‘tee’ at some 
point in their life with a logo, image, slogan 
or something zany? We were attracted to the 
ODFU brand a couple of years ago as they 
seemed to be tapping into the re-emerging 
custom scene and took care of details ‘outside’ 
of the garment, like personalized packaging 
and strict limited edition runs that just seemed 
to add an extra dimension of ‘cool’ or exclusiv¬ 
ity. 

Imagining your own t-shirt is a bit self-indul¬ 
gent but the on-and-off-road spheres of OTOR 
gave ODFU’s Kev Wilson a chance to mess 
around with a wide spectrum of motorcycle/ 
racing imagery and also piqued some interest 
after diverse alliances with people such as dirt- 
track magazine Sideburn, Zaeta and illustrator 
Ryan Quickfall. He was up for the challenge, so 
why not? ODFU has been going almost as long 
as OTOR. 

“I am graphic designer by day, working for 
a creative agency in Manchester,’’ explained 
Wilson who has been wielding his designer 
‘tools’ for almost a decade. “I have met some 
of the most wacky and enthusiastic people 
through working in the creative industry and I 
guess that’s what I love about custom motor¬ 
cycling. I love the creative nature especially of 
the new wave custom scene. It’s great to see 
people think outside the box when it comes 
to building or modifying their bikes. Some of 
the stuff out there is truly inspiring and a lot 
of them are like works of art. It’s also great to 
watch this movement grow every year in the 
UK. We’re starting to see motorcycle cafes and 
shops open up all over now such as the Bike- 


Shed and Bolt London; probably the coolest 
bike hang-outs in the UK. The scene is con¬ 
tinuing to grow and now that ODFU has found 
its place, it will hopefully continue to grow with 
it.” 

Browse the website and specifically the Blog 
www.odfu.co.uk/blog and it is clear to see 
there is a certain ‘look’ and feel to what ODFU 
is about and how our own t-shirt would be. 

“I always had a keen interest in street brands 
such as Supreme and Benny Gold and it was 
how these types of brands were expressing 
themselves through graphic tees that really 
interested me,” Wilson says. “I love to illustrate 
and this was the perfect medium for me to do 
that. Looking back, I never thought it would 
ever get this far. I remember the first tee I de¬ 
signed, it was just a black and white logo and I 
didn’t even have a website to sell it from! I just 
posted pics on Facebook and Twitter and the 
reaction it got was great. People were emailing 
me asking how they could purchase one.” 

So where and how did our t-shirt begin? There 
had to be a racing theme of course and we 
didn’t give Kevin much in the way of a brief. He 
hit the mark pretty much from the first draw¬ 
ing and the concept was realised in a matter 
of weeks. “The OTOR design was really fun to 
work on,” he insists. “Having both road and off¬ 
road genres gave me lots of ideas to begin with 
and I knew I wanted to approach this from a 
classic point of view using distinct vintage rac¬ 
ing bikes such as a 1970s Husqvarna and 1966 
Norton Manx,” he says. “These bikes have so 
much beautiful detail I knew they would look 
great together. I think I worked up about three 
versions; the trickiest part for me was finding 
the right composition and balance of the two 
bikes.” 



Thoughts and ideas were stewing. Putting 
them coming out onto the page and then the 
press were the next steps. For anyone remotely 
curious about fabricating their own cloth¬ 
ing Kev provides some insight as to how that 
might happen. “Every design I do starts life 
with pen and paper, sketching out rough ideas 
before illustrating in more detail. This then 
goes through a process of cleaning and tweak¬ 
ing through a programme I use called Adobe 
Illustrator. Within this piece of software I set 
the exact size and Pantone colour for the de¬ 
sign ready to be printed.” 

“The colour and sizing of the design plays a 
really important part and if one of them goes 
wrong it could potentially affect the whole 
t-shirt,” he goes on. “Each t-shirt is screen 
printed to the highest quality producing a soft 
printed finish for ultra comfort. Once complete 
each t-shirt is then checked to make sure there 
are no miss prints or defects, after this they 
are then individually packed and labelled.” 


ODFU currently source the actual fabric and 
garment but Wilson is quick to point out that 
this is a point where the brand is hoping to 
evolve. “I have spent a lot of time, effort and 
money researching and finding the best quality 
t-shirts on the market and not holding out on 
the cost. I am currently looking into manufac¬ 
turing my own, it’s an on-going process.” 

We had the image that we wanted for our own 
limited edition ODFU-OTOR t-shirt and it came 
about easier than we imagined. This is partly 
thanks to Wilson’s emersion in custom motor¬ 
cycling. Much like the mechanics and sculptors 
with their hands in the guts of bikes around 
the world this was our own little forage into 
something a little different, a little unique. The 
added benefit was the styling and approach 
that ODFU brought to the project. 
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“I have a strong belief in combining creativity 
with originality, so every hand drawn design 
and individually packaged product I send out 
is guaranteed to be slightly different from the 
next,” Wilson enthuses. “This makes every 
single ODFU product a true original. Like 
some of the street brands I admire, I made the 
conscious decision to keep all ODFU products 
limited edition. After all, people like to be dif¬ 
ferent and want things that nobody else has. 
And what I love about the bike community is 
the power it has to bring us all together, no 
matter where you’re from or what ethnicity you 
are, we all have that one thing in common, and 
that’s enough.” 

While starting and maintaining a small, indi¬ 
vidual brand like ODFU (as well as a media 
platform like OTOR) must make financial sense 
it is hard to believe it is a highly lucrative ex¬ 
ercise (again like OTOR)...yet. So from where 
does Wilson find the ‘juice’ of his endeavours? 
“Promoting new t-shirts for the first time and 
waiting to see how people react to them is 
probably the best part,” Wilson claims. “These 
are normally my busiest periods because 
people know they’re limited edition and need 
to buy one fast before they sell out. For me, 
it’s not just about the t-shirt though but about 
the whole experience of purchasing an ODFU 
t-shirt. The packaging plays a big part of this; 
each t-shirt is hand wrapped in my signature 
stamped brown paper packaging and string 
tied. It does take some time to do especially 
during a busy period, but it’s all worth it. Not 
only that, I like to slide some little trinkets in 
orders every now and then to surprise custom¬ 
ers. All this extra effort goes a long way.” 


Inevitably we cannot let Kevin escape and 
wave goodbye to his OTOR stock without a 
question about where his brand could move 
next. “I would like to expand the range, I have 
a few ideas but the main focus is t-shirts for 
now,” he admits. “I’m always researching and 
playing around with new packaging ideas and 
new ways to surprise customers. This creative 
aspect of ODFU will always be at the forefront 
of everything I do - if I can make people smile 
when they receive their ODFU package, then 
it’s working!” 



How does each t-shirt begin life? A collabora¬ 
tion like OTOR or your personal inspiration? 

There is no real formulaic process I stick to. 

I’m inspired by everyday things, and when I 
see something that sparks an idea, I scribble it 
down. Some of these ideas will stay as scrib¬ 
bles, some I will develop further. I’ve actually 
just developed an idea recently that I scrib¬ 
bled down in my pad two years ago! Although, 
every now and then it is nice to hand over 
the pen to someone else and see how they 
interpret ODFU. I have been lucky enough to 
work with some talented illustrators such as 
Denton Watts from the US, and British based 
artist Ryan Quickfall. These guys are doing 
great things and I’m proud to have worked with 
them. I have also been lucky enough to work 
with some great companies such as Sideburn 
Magazine, The Bikeshed, Zaeta and now OTOR. 

What have been the biggest and most pres¬ 
surised projects so far? 

I find my own branded stuff to be the most 
stressful. I don’t really feel pressurised when 
working with other businesses or artists as 
the majority of the time they like what I do 
first time round, plus it’s always nice to have 
someone there to tell you whether something 
works or not. Working for yourself adds more 
pressure as I don’t have anyone initially for 
that reassurance; I pretty much have to go with 
my gut feeling. I do like to get the opinions of 
friends and family, but most of the time I’m 
working to a very tight schedule that doesn’t 
allow much time for testing. 

People can buy from the website but is it cool 
to see ODFU in other places like shows and 
hang-outs like The Bikeshed? 

Only recently has ODFU been available in plac¬ 
es other than my website. The Bikeshed have 
been great supporters of ODFU since the very 
beginning. Dutch (founder of The BikeShed) 
saw my stuff at the ‘Keepin it Greasy’ event in 
London three years ago, where I was selling my 


t-shirts. He invited me to what would be the 
very first BikeShed exhibition. Luckily enough 
ODFU was well received at the show and I have 
been invited back every year since. So it was a 
proud moment they asked to stock my t-shirts 
in their new, permanent venue in London. 

This place has everything from a restaurant, 
bar, cafe, shop, barbershop and a big space to 
showcase beautiful custom motorcycles; it is 
the coolest place in London. With this being 
the first official retailer to stock ODFU t-shirts, 
it was an important milestone for the brand. 
You will start to see ODFU at other shows and 
hangouts next year including the Distinguished 
Gentleman’s Ride Manchester which I will be 
part-organising in September, so if you’re in 
the area why not put on your best threads and 
join our ride for a really great cause! 
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RODUCTS 


VIRUS PERFORMANCE 

Virus is an apt name for a brand that is 
spreading in name and relevance when it 
comes to the diversity and capabilities of 
their sport performance gear. For example 
we’ve featured some of the latest lids from 
Bell elsewhere in this issue and the moisture- 
wicking technology that forms the base of 


Virus garments fall into four ‘fits’: Compres¬ 
sion fit (increased endurance and limits 
physical damage from intense exercise thanks 
to regulating body temp, lowering lactic acid, 
speeding up recovery time), Functional fit (an 
athletic cut comfortable to wear anywhere 
and Virus state ‘favoured by those that don’t 
like tight fitting layers but like the cooling, 
heating, energising and moisture wicking 
effects of our fabrics’). Action X Form (back 
support using neo skin panels and designed 
only on compression fit products) and Flat- 
lock Stitch (promoting a seam that is flat on 
both sides of the clothing to reduce friction or 
rubbing on sensitive areas). Throw in a Stay- 
Cool line (quick drying, anti-odour, UV shield) 
and a StayWarm series (increases skin tem¬ 
perature by 10 degrees Fahrenheit and uses 
a bizarre infusion system of coffee grounds) 
and there is simply something for anyone who 
ever needs - or wants - to move. 

Now in Europe and funnelling through dis¬ 
tribution in the UK and Virus Action Sport 
Performance through Adam Turner (www. 
virusperformance.co.uk) the distinctive black 
gear is well worth checking out. 

















‘On-track Off-road’ is a free, bi-weekly publication for the screen focus¬ 
sed on bringing the latest perspectives on events, blogs and some of the 
very finest photography from the three worlds of the FIM Motocross World 
Championship, the AMA Motocross and Supercross series’ and MotoGP. 
’On-track Off-road’ will be published online at www.ontrackoffroad.com 
every other Tuesday. To receive an email notification that a new issue avai¬ 
lable with a brief description of each edition’s contents simply enter an 
address in the box provided on the homepage. All email addresses will be 
kept strictly confidential and only used for purposes connected with OTOR. 
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This publication took a lot of time and effort to put together so please respect it! Nothing in 
this publication can be reproduced in whole or part without the written permission of the edi¬ 
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